Approved For Release 2001/10/30 : CIA-RDP62B00844R000200200003-8 



JULY 19, 1956 




NO. 398 


POR RELE ASE AT 7:00 P.M., E.D.T., THURSDAY, JULY 19, 1956. 
NOT TO BE PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED, QUOTED PROM, OR USED 
IN ANT way7 


UNITED STATES REPLY TO SOVIET NOTE OF JULY 10 
ALLEGING VIOLATIONS OP SOVIET TERRITORY BY UNITED STATES AIRCRAFT 

Foil-owing is the text of a note delivered to the Soviet 
Union today. It is in reply to the Soviet note of July 10, 

1956 alleging violations of Soviet territory by United States 
Air Force twin-engine medium bombers: 


The Department of State has the honor to inform the 
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics that the 
latter’s note no. 23 of July 10, 1956 alleging violations of 
Soviet territory by United States Air Force twin-engine medium 
bombers coming from Western Germany, has received the most 
serious consideration of the United States Government. It 
is noted that the Soviet Government's note refers to "the 
American Zone of Occupation in Western Germany" . Attention 
is called to the fact that there is no longer an American 
Zone of Occupation in Western Germany. Presumably, the reference 
is to the Federal Republic of Germany. 


A thorough inquiry has been conducted and it has been 
determined that no United States military planes based, or 
flying, in or adjacent to the European area at the time of the 
alleged overflights could possibly have strayed, as alleged, 
so far from their known flight plans, which carefully exclude 
such overflights as the Soviet note alleges. Therefore the 
statement of the Government of the Soviet Union is in error. 


The Department of State at the same time feels obliged 
to comment on the accompanying statements in the Soviet Embassy's 
note implying a plot to hinder the improvement of international 
relations and insinuating that the alleged American Air Force 
flights might have been arranged by General Twining in Germany, 
following his visit to the Soviet Union. These remarks, which 
are as obviously out of place as they are unwarranted, indeed 
of themselves have the effect of hindering the improvement of 
international relations. 


Department of State, 

Washington, July 19, 1956. 

* # * 

State--FD, Wash., D.C. 
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UNOFFICIAL . TRANSLATION 

Soviet Note No, 23 
July 10, 1956 

The Embassy of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republic presents 
its compliments to the Department of State of the United States of 
America and, acting on instructions from the Soviet Government, has 
the honor to state the following: 

According to precisely verified data, on July 7 of this year, at 
8:18 a. m. Moscow time, a twin-engine medium bomber of the United 
States Air Force appeared from the American aone of occupation in 
Western Germany and flew over the territory of the German Democratic 
Republic, entering the air space of the Soviet Union from the direction 
of the Polish People's Republic at 9$ 35 in the area of Grodno, The air- 
craft which violated the air space of the Soviet Union flew on the route 
Minsk, Vilnyus, Kaunas and Kaliningrad, penetrating territory of the 
Soviet Union to the depth of 320 kilometers and remaining over such 
territory for one hour and 32 minutes. 

On July S of this year, at 7:41 Moscow time, a twin-engine medium 
bomber of the United States Air Force, coming from the American Zone 
of occupation in Western Germany, flew over the territory of the German 
Democratic Republic, and at 8:54 penetrated the air space of the Soviet 
Union in the* area of Brest, coming from the direction of the Polish 
People's Republic. The aircraft violating the air frontier of the 
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Soviet Union flew along the route Brest, Pinsk, Baranovichi, Kaunas, 
and Kaliningrad, having penetrated Soviet territory to a depth of ISO 
kilometer* and having remained one hour and 20 minutes over such 
territory. The same day another twin-engine bomber of the United State* 
Air F orce invaded the air *p&ce of the Soviet Union and penetrated to a 
significant depth over Soviet territory. 

On July 9 there took place new flights of United States aircraft 
into the Soviet air space. 

The above-mentioned violation of the air frontiers of the Soviet 
Union by American aircraft cannot be interpreted as other than 
intentional and conducted for purposes of reconnaiaance. 

It must be underscored that these gross violations of the air 
space of the Soviet Union took place at a time when, as a result of the 
efforts of the Soviet Union and other peace-loving governments, a definite 
lessening of international tensions has been achieved, when relations 
between government* are improving, and when mutual confidence between 
them is growing. Such a development of international relation* is fully 

supported by the peoples of all countries who are vitally interested in 
strengthening peace. 

One cannot, however, fail to recognise that reactionary circles 
hostile to the cause of peace in a number of countries are worried by the 
relaxation of international tension which has taken place. These circles 
do e ve OPCfo 03-8 
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relations between countries and the creation of mutual trust among them. 
Among such attempts is the said gross violation by the American Air Force 
of the air space of the Soviet Union, which consistently carries out a 
policy of strengthening peace and broadening businesslike cooperation 
with ail countries, including the United States of America. 

In this connection, the fact attracts attention that the said violations 
of the air frontier of the Soviet Union by American aircraft coincided with 
the stay of General Twining, U. S. Air Force Chief of Staff, in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

The Soviet Government energetically protests to the Government of 
the United States against such gross violation of the air space of the Soviet 
Union by American military aircraft and considers this violation as an 
Intentional act of certain circles in the United States, planned to 
aggravate relations between the Soviet Union and the United States of 
America. 

Calling the attention of the Government of the United Statyes to 
the inadmissibility of such violations of the air space of the Soviet 
Union by American aircraft, the Soviet Government states that all 
responsibility for possible consequences of such violations rests with 
the Government of the United States. 

The Soviet Government expects that steps will be taken by the 
Government of the United States to punish those guilty for the said 

violations and to prevent such violations in the future . 
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Washington, D.C, July 10, 1956 


Department of State of the 
United State* of America 
Washington, D, C. 
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